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Petition-R1: Water Board staff estimates it will take approximately five 
years to complete currently funded studies, conduct peer review and 
complete a fecal coliform Basin Plan amendment, so a two year 

extension is not appropriate (see response BRO-R1).  

Petition-R2: A “Workshop on Livestock Grazing and Water Quality” 

is scheduled for the July 11-12, 2012 Water Board meeting. Results-to-
date for the fecal coliform Basin Plan amendment will be presented 
along with the status of other Federal and State indicator bacteria 
standard development projects. A more comprehensive and specific 
workshop on the fecal coliform Basin Plan amendment is planned once 
all data is collected and analyzed, tentatively in 2016. 

Petition-R3: The 200/100mL interim standard was chosen because it is 
more attainable within the 5-yr time frame of the waiver and meets the 
current Federal standard. The term “interim” implies that there is a 
different final target, legally, the Basin Plan fecal coliform water quality 
objective.   
 
Finding 4 of the 2007 waiver states:  “If, during the time of this Waiver, 
the Water Board has sufficient information to propose a Basin Plan 
Amendment for fecal coliform, Waiver conditions, milestones, and 
timelines may be revised accordingly.”  This is neither a promise to 
review the standard nor a promise to make an amendment to the Basin 
Plan.  Rather, this is a conditional statement with action dependent on 
whether the Water Board obtains sufficient information during the 
course of the waiver.  Sufficient information did not exist during the 
course of the 2007 waiver, and studies are ongoing (see response 
Petition-R4, below). 
 
The Water Board meeting audio tapes of the 2006 Grazing Workshop 
and Triennial Review and the 2007 Grazing Waiver hearing do not 
contain any oral dialogue that the Water Board found the 20/100mL to 
be unreasonable or extreme.  Any member of the public wishing further 
information on this including review of audio tapes is invited to contact 
Water Board staff to obtain access to these materials. 
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Petition-R4: The Water Board is concerned about the reasonableness 
of water quality objectives in geographic areas where the dominant 
beneficial use is agriculture, such as livestock grazing in the Bridgeport 
Valley. As a result, significant Water Board resources have been used 
towards assessment of and development of indicator bacteria water 
quality objectives.  For a list of major actions taken, please see Finding 
No. 5 of the proposed waiver, which states: 

The Water Board intends to develop site-specific indicator bacteria 
water quality objectives that are cognizant of land use and attainable 
water quality in the Bridgeport Valley.  Water Board staff are conducting 
studies to provide a basis for potential future changes in Water Quality 
Objectives (WQOs) for indicator bacteria such as fecal coliform, E. coli, 
and qPCR enterococci (a new rapid indicator bacteria test from 
USEPA) .  

Recognizing that the USEPA has been advocating use of E. coli as 
a better indicator test since 1987, Water Board staff have:   

Collected limited fecal coliform and E. coli data for 
comparisons since July of 2008;  

Completed an FY 2008-2010 $60,000 UC Cooperative 
Extension study comparing fecal coliform to E. coli;  

Obtained $1,000,000 for FY 2011-2015 Proposition 84 
grant for bacterial source tracking (including fecal coliform 
and E. coli)  and evaluation of grazing management 
practice implementation;  

Initiated a new $40,000 study, beginning in July, 2012, to 
assess fecal coliform and E. coli and qPCR enterococci in 
Sierra Nevada Mountain reference sites where grazing is 
not common. 
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Petition-R5:  Another 30-day public comment period was given for the 
second tentative draft grazing waiver issued on May 4, 2012 until June 
4, 2012. Consequently, the Water board hearing was delayed three 
months to July 2012 and a grazing workshop was scheduled for the 
July 2012 Water Board meeting.   
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